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So, here’s a concrete proposal to further this idea of dignity and mutual
recognition. One of the most corrosive effects of the widening inequalities of
recent decades is that those who are affluent and those of modest means
increasingly live separate lives. We send our children to different schools, as
we've discussed, but we also live and work and shop and play in different places.
The affluent secede from municipal centers and go to private health clubs. There
are fewer and fewer class-mixing institutions in civil society, fewer and fewer
occasions when rich and poor encounter one another in the ordinary course of
their lives. We need to build a civic infrastructure for a shared life where people
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encounter one another, whether in health clinics or in public transportation or in
public parks and recreation areas, municipal facilities, public libraries, sports
stadia even. This inadvertent class mixing can create habits, attitudes,
dispositions that remind us of our commonality. And so that’s part of any project
of creating a more equal society, even before we get to the tax rates, which I
agree with you are essential. We have to create public places and common
spaces that bring people together from different walks of life, that cultivate a

sense of mutual responsibility and belonging.

H{# : Thomas Piketty and Michael J. Sandel, (2025) Equality: What It Means and
Why It Matters, Polity Press. p 78-79 —IPk%&
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